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Enhancing the vicinity 
of middle schools
Improving attention to young adolescents  
and their needs

RECOMMENDATIONS
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The areas surrounding middle schools are public spaces unlike 
any others. Like the schools themselves, they are used by 
both vulnerable groups and large numbers of pedestrians. 
�$�V�b�D�b�U�H�V�X�O�W�����V�D�I�H�W�\���å���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���U�R�D�G���V�D�I�H�W�\���å�L�V���D���W�R�S���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\��
and demands our constant attention.

What truly sets these areas apart, however, is how they are 
�X�V�H�G�b�E�\���W�K�H���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U�V���Z�K�R���W�U�D�Y�H�O���G�D�L�O�\���W�R���P�L�G�G�O�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�V��
�L�Q�b�W�K�H�b�/�\�R�Q���P�H�W�U�R�S�R�O�L�W�D�Q���D�U�H�D�����V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���E�\���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W����
often by car, and increasingly on foot, by bike or on scooters. 

The projects we develop within our local authority must take 
into account the behaviours and needs of these young people, 
who are not only learning but also becoming more independent. 
These recommendations have been drawn up to equip urban 
planners with the tools necessary to identify key issues in the 
vicinity of schools, access valuable advice and practical ideas, 
and be informed of pitfalls to avoid. Serving as a complement 
to the Public Spaces Charter, this document offers insights and 
practical solutions to the major challenges faced in everyday 
urban planning. Nearly sixty individuals, including specialists 
�I�U�R�P���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�����H�O�G�V���D�Q�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F����
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�b�W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���O�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���G�U�D�I�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�L�V��
�G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�����:�H�b�H�[�W�H�Q�G���R�X�U���V�L�Q�F�H�U�H���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���H�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H�P��

Fabien Bagnon
Vice-President of Lyon Metropole,  
responsible for Highways and Active Mobility

The areas surrounding 
middle schools are 
public spaces unlike 
any others. ed
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While attention to schoolchildren in the city is not entirely new, 
the focus on middle school pupils and their use of public space is 
a more recent development. Historically overlooked, teenagers 
have not been the subject of much research and their place 
�K�D�V���W�\�S�L�F�D�O�O�\���E�H�H�Q���I�U�D�P�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q���Q�H�V���R�I���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
institutions, rather than in the broader public space. 

Yet these young people are also out and about in the city, 
and their lives extend beyond the classroom and playground! 
Every day, many of them travel to school alone or in groups, 
gather with friends at the entrance, talk, play and occasionally 
squabble... How can we create an appropriate space for them 
that meet their needs for freedom and even mischief, while 
also addressing the imperatives of safety and personal growth? 
And how can we move beyond thinking for young people, 
�D�Q�G�b�L�Q�V�W�H�D�G���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�����D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
adults who support their education? 

This is the aim of this recommendation guide, the result of 
several months of work. Teachers, pupils, their families and 
technical staff were invited to share their perspectives on 
the challenges facing the areas around middle schools and to 
propose potential solutions. We hope our readers will share 
�W�K�H�b�V�D�P�H���H�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�P���D�V���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S�V����
and we extend our sincere thanks to them for their involvement.

Véronique Moreira
Vice-President of Lyon Metropole,  
responsible for Middle Schools, Education and Memory
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How can we create 
an appropriate 
space for teenagers 
in the city?
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IN SEPTEMBER 2022, THERE WERE NEARLY 120 MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
IN THE METROPOLITAN AREA
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LYONLYON Immaculée
Conception

N.-D. du Bon Conseil

Assomption
Bellevue

N.-D. de Bellegarde

St Thomas d'Aquin

Les Chassagnes

Le Sacré-Coeur
Beth Menahem

St-Charles

St-Joseph

Notre-Dame

Mère Teresa
Juif de Lyon

La Xavière

Fromente

Al Kindi

J. d'Arc

J.-J. Rousseau

P. Brossolette

P. d'Aubarède

J.-P. Rameau

J. de Tournes

Plan du Loup

La Clavelière

C. Bernardin

H. de Balzac

O. de Serres
H. Barbusse

A. Lassagne

L. Mourguet

G. Brassens

D. G. Martin

Joliot-Curie

P.-E. Victor

M. Casarès

Servizières

J. Michelet

J. Rostand
P. Picasso

Lamartine

A. Césaire

L. de Vinci

M. Pagnol

E. Malfroy

M. L. King

M. Leroux

C. Sénard

L. Aragon

G. Philipe

L. Aubrac

F. Mistral

M. Bastié

P. Eluard

R. Cassin

T. Monod

J. DuclosJ. Jaurès
L. Jouvet

E. Triolet

J. Renoir

P. Vallon

E. Galois

P. Valdo

J. Giono

J. Macé

Les Iris

Colette

B. Vian

La Xavière

Tonkin

Alain

S. Lagrange

Cité Internationale

H. Longchambon

J. de Verrazane

G. Clémenceau

Prof. Dargent

V. Schoelcher

Les Battières

Bellecombe

Lacassagne

La Tourette

V. Grignard

St-Exupéry

J. Mermoz

J. Charcot

J. Monnet

G. Rosset

Vendôme

J. Moulin

C. Marot

J. Perrin

Ampère

Molière

R. Dufy
G. Dru

A. Guy

Chartreux-St Charles

P. Termier - Monchat

Favorite -
Ste Thérèse

N.-D de Bellecombe

Chevreul
Lestonnac

St Louis
Guillotière

N. -D. des
Minimes

St Louis-St Bruno

J.-B. de la Salle

C. de Foucauld

Les Lazaristes
Ste-Marie

St-Marc
Chevreul

Deborde

Fénelon

Les Chartreux

P. Termier - Monplaisir

Collèges 
de la Métropole

0 2.5 5  km

S. Veil

G. Halimi

State schools

Source DSHE

Private schools with a state contract
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