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What is it about?
Teenagers are overrepresented in pedestrian 
accidents, particularly around middle schools (ages 11-
15). While much research focuses on designing streets 
for children and the elderly, little attention is given 
to teenagers. Their specific needs - such as privacy, 
autonomy, and safe spaces - are often overlooked in 
urban planning. This project explores how to better 
integrate their perspectives into street design, 
ensuring safer and more inclusive public spaces. 
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Key features:
We conducted accident and safety analyses, consulting 
students, parents, educators, and urban planners to 
identify key issues. Through consultations and co-
design workshops, we developed a guide to improve 
middle school surroundings. Nearly 20 schools have 
already benefited from this innovative approach, 
with improvements like wider forecourts, planting 
greenery, and safer public transport access. Beyond 
infrastructure, engaging students in the process has 
empowered them as active participants in shaping 
their environment, contributing to their career 
orientation and future citizenship journey. 

Lessons learned:
While engineers lead street planning, these projects 
revolve around social dynamics and sociological 
issues. Adolescence is a time of autonomy and risk-
taking, with friends becoming central to identity. 
Teenagers need privacy to develop independence. 
Unlike child-focused “school streets,” securing middle 
school surroundings requires a different approach—
one that balances safety with their need for social and 
independent spaces. 

TEENAGERS NEED SAFETY 
AND PRIVACY
How not to forget them in street design
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