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Road Safety is 
about 

behaviour! 
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Å learning by observation, 
imitation, ( parents ς
peers ςƛŘƻƭǎΣ Χύ

Å Learning through trial 
and error

Å Explanation, instruction 
from parents

Å Education in schools

Å Driver education

Å Campaigns, messages

Å Χ 

2006/126/EC ωEU Directive on drivinglicences

2003/59/EC
ωEU directive on the intitial qualification 

and periodictraining of drivers

Education



ñInformalò education

άFormalέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ



Educationin this webinar

Road Safety Education 
for children and 
youngsters

Driver Education Road Safety Education in 
companies



YOU ARE NEVER TOO OLD TO LEARNTHINGS,
BUT SOMETIMES 

YOU COULD BE TOO YOUNG TO 
UNDERSTANDTHINGS



Road Safety 
education for 

childrenand 

youngsters



RS education in 

schools:

5 questions

ÅWhen do we start?

ÅWhat is the content?

ÅHow to do it?

ÅWho can provide it?

ÅPossible outcome?



When do we start? 

ÅChildren are part of 
traffic from a very 
young age onwards

ÅInformal learning 
begins before 
entering school



Å Understand that crashes can lead to getting 
hurt. 
Be aware of the dangers of not being seen 
because of stationary vehicles or other 
obstructions.

Å Identify safe play areas and learn how to 
play safely

Å Understand the importance of being visible in 
day and night and in all types of weather.

Å Recognize and seek people who are present 
to help cross the road.

Å Understand traffic lights.
Use visual and auditory clues to recognize 

the direction from which traffic is coming

Å Stop, look and listen before crossing a street.

Å Be aware of importance of planning safe school 
routes.

Å Know when and how to summon help in an 
emergency.

Å Recognize the need to be visible near and in 
traffic.

Å Recognize the varying speeds at which different 
vehicles and people are moving.

Å Know that traffic rules are not always observed 
by other road users

Å Understand which road signs are warnings that 
must be obeyed and which provide information.

Å Set a good example for other children.

Å Understand that stationary vehicles 
compromise visibility

Å Understand that domestic and wild animals on 
roads cause accidents.

When do we start? 

Children are typically given limited 
responsibility for their own safety. 

Children are often expected to deal 
with traffic risk by themselves.

Age 8 - 12

www.asirt.org/Initiatives

Age 5 - 7



Å Be alert when using public transport alone.

Å Ride a bicycle safely.

Å Know the rules of the road and responsibility 
to fellow road users

Å Identify and understand causes of road 
crashes and how to reduce risks.

Å Be able to judge speeds and distances.

Å Know simple first aid.

Å Being aware that walking and riding in group 
could be more dangerous.

Å Knowing all the rules for bicycle and moped 
riding.

Å Preparing for a driversô license.

Å Be aware of there own impulses and drives and 
the link with safe traffic behavior.

Å Develop scoping skills to resist to group 
pressure and challenging peers.

Å To take responsibility over younger children in 
traffic.

Å Recognize that alcohol, drugs and fatigue 
contribute to road crashes.

What would be the content? 

Children are supposed to act 
independently in a traffic situation.

This group is preparing themselves 
to use motorized vehicles. 

Age >16

www.asirt.org/Initiatives

Age 13 - 16



Knowing rules
Applicate them
Why have rules?

Technical skills
Social competences
Self evaluation

Importance of safety
Civic sense
Obligations >< rights

How to do it?

I Know I can I will

Understanding Capacities/skills Attitudes/compliance



How to do it?



Who would be the formal educator?

ÅContinuous 
ÅBackground?
ÅModel, also outside the 

classroom?

ÅSpecial event
ÅSpecial trained animators

ÅPolice ςfocused on rules
ÅLot of practice
ÅPolice as a friend

ÅParents as partners
ÅRole models
ÅTake decisions on how 

children participate in 
traffic
ÅDo they learn from 

children as well?

Who would be the formal 
educator?
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ÅEffects on knowledge and competences >< effects on attitudes 
and behavior in a traffic situation.
ÅEffects most visible in a short time after intervention.
ÅFormal RS education has an impact, but also other things: 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ǇŜŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ Χ
ÅBehavior depends also of the circumstances / environment!

Focus on competences that are needed at that age, 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ Χ
It is a continuous process: being a safe pedestrian as a 
child does not mean that he will be a safe driver in the 
future!

Effects of RS education



Be a safe pedestrian!

Road safety educational project 
for kindergarten/preschool and 

primary school children 
(first grades).



ÅAnalysis of traffic accident in Brussels region (2000-
2009)

ïChildren as pedestrian:

Å57% of fatalities

Å79% of heavily wounded

ïtŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜΧ

Å71% while crossing a street

Å22% on the side walk

Starting point



Plan: Pedestrian Certificate Project

Objectives:

ÅHow to behave on the side walk

ÅHow to cross the street

3rd year of preschool

1st and 2nd year of primary school



General overview

ÅLearning conversation

ÅObservation in the street

ÅΨǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ



General overview

ÅPsychomotor exercises

ÅPracticing the safe behavior

ÅWith toys

ÅOn the playground

ÅIn the street with the 
teacher

Å(In the street with the 
parents)


