


HOUSEKEEPING

Please switch off all mobile phones for the 

duration of the course

Please do not smoke except in the 

designated areas

Please note the location of Emergency 

Exits
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/52/contents
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https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg382.pdf


Final Mile Vehicle Roll-Away             
Year on Year Comparison

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total

2022 YTD 3 1 2 1 1 1 2 19

2021 7 2 1 3 2 2 6 4 1 1 4 2 35

2020 4 7 2 1 2 2 3 3 5 3 4 1 37

2019 1 6 4 4 7 1 2 0 2 3 4 5 39
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SAFETY ALERT 

Ref No. XXXXXXXXXXXX Signature  

Date 07 March 2022 Name Noel Lacey 

Topic Vehicle Rollaway Risk Rating High 

Audience All  Final Mile Operations Drivers Completion 
Date 

11 March 2022 

 

Overview This alert reinforces the mandatory controls required when parking vehicles, to eliminate all 

vehicle roll-away incidents. Drivers must adopt these standards to prevent future incidents. 

Vehicle roll-away can cause serious injury or fatality, and drivers could place themselves at 
risk of prosecution of a serious motoring offence and/or disciplinary action if they fail to comply with 
the following controls. 

                                        Key Message 
 
1. There are three controls required to fully secure a vehicle so that it does not roll away: 

 ALWAYS apply the handbrake firmly – do not press the button when applying the handbrake. 
 ALWAYS leave the vehicle in a low gear – use first gear if facing uphill or on level ground, and use 

reverse if facing downhill. 

 ALWAYS turn the wheels – if a kerb is present turn away from it when facing uphill, and 
towards it if downhill. If there is no kerb turn towards the point of least danger (usually the side 
of the road). 

THINK H.I.T. – Handbrake on, In gear, Turn wheels 

2. The handbrake is the main control to hold the vehicle when parked, but if this fails or is not correctly engaged 

then the other two will usually prevent any serious consequences. 

3. THINK – what do you want the vehicle to do if the handbrake fails? Observations and accident 
investigations show that drivers generally do apply the handbrake but do not leave the vehicle in gear 
or turn the wheels. 

When a driver makes an error applying the handbrake or the handbrake fails, the vehicle is then free to roll 
away. 

4. The Rules of the road refer to hills but vehicles do not need to be on a hill to roll away. A slight incline or even 
just an uneven road surface can be enough to start a vehicle moving. It is important that these controls are 
ALWAYS applied, even on level ground. 

5. If you suspect your vehicle handbrake is faulty, the vehicle must be taken out of service.  

6. DO NOT try to physically stop a rolling vehicle. 




