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SPEEDING

- Exceeding the speed limit
- Some people argue that because the vast majority of speeding 

incidents go unrecorded, or that nothing happens as a result of it, the 
small percentage of ‘accidental’ incidents is so marginal that speeding 
cannot be considered a ‘real’ crime

- But is it a victimless crime?



• It is estimated that the number of annual traffic collision deaths currently has 
reached 1,35 million people worldwide – 3,700 per day

• If a vehicle hits a pedestrian at 40mph (64kph) they only have a survival chance 
of 10%.  If they are hit at 30mph (48kph) they have a 80% chance of survival.

• Fatal collisions are four times more likely on rural ‘A’ roads than on urban ‘A’ 
roads

• In the UK, every fatal collision cost the British state approximately £2 million 
(€2.3 million) on average from impact to closing of the inquest

• In the UK, between 8-17% of all fatal collisions are caused directly by speeding. In 
many of the rest, inappropriate speed plays a significant role

• The number of road collision deaths in the EU is estimated to 25,000 annually

• In the UK, almost 1,800 people are killed in traffic collision annually – more 
than 27,000 are seriously injured – estimated 22.5 million worldwide

A FEW FACTS



FATALITIES BY ROAD USER TYPE



Conclusion
• In a significant number of cases, speeding is either causing - or, a contributing 

factor to traffic collisions
• Lower speed reduces the risk of collision and lessens the impact severity
• Yet, speeding is still considered a victimless crime



TWO NEW METHODOLOGIES EMERGING

EDUCATION
ENFORCEMENT
ENGINEERING

THE THREE E’S:



SAFE SYSTEMS



ASSISTED SPEED LIMITERS (ASL)

What is the situation?
• From 2022 ASL is compulsory in all new vehicles in the EU
• ASL is not compulsory to use
• It will take at least five to ten years before majority of pre-2022 

produced vehicles are replaced

Who will use ASL?
• There is a fear that mostly drivers already obeying the speed limits will 

use ASL
• Habitual speeders will override the ASL systems and not voluntarily 

slow down



COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH



THE SCHEME

What?
• It is the concept of engaging trained, supervised and supported community 

volunteer with educating drivers about the dangers of speeding 

Who?
• Like-minded citizens, often representing vulnerable road users, who come 

together to address a problem through initially educational methods, but if 
the message is not understood, the data is used for focused police 
intervention

Why?
• Organised on a large scale, working to the same rules, standards, 

methodology and outcomes, it makes a genuine impact on slowing down 
average speeds

How is it working?
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WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF CSW?

GROUPS - Serving the community, solving a problem in a unantagonising manner
• Determining IF there is a problem of speeding as opposed to a perceived 

problem
• Making roads safer – 86% of receivers of the first warning letter are not 

recorded offending again within the next six months
• Improving quality of life
• Engaging the very people who otherwise would contact the police and demand 

action 

POLICE - Freeing up time and resources
• One point of reference
• Focused enforcement
• Less or no administrative work
• Quality intelligence
• Improving community – police relations 



SPEEDWATCH WORKS
When sustained on a regular basis and for a longer period of time
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MIGRATION TOWARDS THE ACCEPTABLE (+10%+2MPH)



BEHAVIOURAL INSIGHT



Assumed
Driver
Profile

• Day
• Time
• Place
• VRM
• Speed
• Make
• Colour

• Gender
• Age group
• Passenger(s)
• Privat or 

Commercial

• Road
characteristics

• Weather
conditions • MOT

• Tax
• SORN
• Weight

• Value and
Age of
vehicle

• Registered
Keeper’s
Details• Insurance• Offence

history



CAN IT BE MADE TO WORK ELSEWHERE?

• We think that large scale and direct inclusion of communities in road safety 
education is undervalued and underutilised

• Scalable – fits any size
• Transferable – speaks any language
• Adaptable – accommodates any local rule



SPEEDING

• During this presentation approximately 50 people have been killed in a 
road traffic collision

• At least 5 of them directly as a result of speeding
• Exceeding the speed limit is NOT a victimless crime?
• We believe educational campaigning, random enforcement, and traffic 

calming solutions alone will never be able to tackle the problem of 
speeding – it is either unfocused or there is not enough of it, and there 
never will be

• ASL might be a future solution, but in the interim, proactive 
community involvement seems far more likely to be a realistic tool to 
effectively address the problem



www.communityspeedwatch.org

™

jan@communityspeedwatch.co.uk


