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Welcome
Welcome to the Excellence in Road Safety Awards 2025. 

I’m Kristian Schmidt, Director for Land Transport at the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport, and European Road Safety Coordinator.  
It is a privilege to return as host of these prestigious awards.

The initiatives showcased in this year’s 
brochure represent the very best of 
innovation, dedication and impact - each 
helping to make Europe’s roads safer. I am 
delighted to celebrate these remarkable 
achievements with all of you.

I would also like to warmly thank our 
distinguished panel of judges. Their 
expertise and careful evaluation were 
essential in selecting this year’s finalists, 
and we are deeply grateful for their 
contribution.

The European Road Safety Charter, led 
by the European Commission, is the 
largest civil-society platform dedicated to 
road safety. With over 4000 committed 
members - including companies, 
associations, local authorities, research 
centres, universities, schools and individuals 
- it is driving real change across Europe.

Through their tireless efforts, Charter 
members have strengthened Europe’s 
road safety culture, deepened 
understanding of accident causes, and 
developed practical, preventive solutions.

The Excellence in Road Safety Awards 
offer a unique opportunity to honour 
these remarkable contributions, and to 
celebrate progress towards our shared 
goal: safer roads for everyone.

This year’s finalists embody the Charter’s 
diversity and creativity. Their initiatives 
show what is possible when people and 
organisations of all kinds take action.

We hope they inspire even greater 
momentum on the road to Vision  
Zero-halving road deaths and serious 
injuries by 2030 and eliminating them 
altogether by 2050.

Each year, our award categories highlight 
key dimensions of road safety. In 2025, 
they are:

	� Driving under the Influence and Distraction

	 Education

	 Older People

	 Technology

	 Urban

This year we received 100 applications, 
each contributing daily to safer,  
smarter and more inclusive mobility 
across Europe.



Meet the judges

The European Road Safety Charter extends its thanks to everyone who submitted an 
entry for the Excellence in Road Safety Awards 2025. Your commitment to improving 
road safety across Europe is appreciated and truly inspiring.

We congratulate all our finalists and wish them the very best as we come together in 
Brussels–and online–for the awards ceremony on Thursday, 16 October 2025.

Juan works at Eurocities where he has focused on sustainable 
urban mobility since 2015. He has coordinated the 
EUROPEANMOBILITYWEEK Secretariat for nine years, gaining 
experience in awareness campaigns, behavioural change, and 
citizen participation. Eurocities addresses urban road safety 
through various projects, working groups, and task forces.

Juan Caballero 

Bernard Bazot

Our finalists

Bernard is a board member of the French pensioners’ 
association L’ARAF. He has served as a council member of AGE 
Platform Europe and currently co-chairs an AGE task force 
focused on improving and securing friendly environments for 
older people.

Pablo is a civil engineer and founder of Celis Consult, specialising 
in traffic safety and cycling infrastructure. With over 25 years 
advising Danish municipalities, he is a certified road safety auditor 
and leading advocate for using casualty department injury data to 
analyse accidents. He has authored respected cycling handbooks 
and contributed to campaigns improving safety for all road users 
in Denmark and internationally.

Pablo Celis



Reducing impaired and distracted driving is one of the most critical challenges 
in road safety. This award highlights programmes and campaigns that confront 
the dangers of alcohol, drugs, and inattention behind the wheel, factors that 
continue to be leading contributors to collisions and fatalities across Europe. 
By encouraging personal responsibility, changing behaviours, and introducing 
innovative interventions, these initiatives help save lives and foster a safer, more 
mindful driving culture.

Driving under the influence and distraction

This national road safety initiative in Lithuania tackles impaired driving before it 
starts, reaching secondary school pupils long before they apply for a licence. Through 
a unique collaboration between police officers, driving instructors, and psychologists, 
the programme uses immersive workshops with simulation glasses to show the effects 
of alcohol, drugs, and the often-overlooked risk of fatigue. Real-life case studies and 
legal insights deepen the impact, giving students a clear, lasting understanding of the 
dangers. Having already reached more than 1,000 young people nationwide, it is a 
powerful example of early intervention shaping safer drivers for the future.

High school driving under the 
influence programme
Organisation: ARV-Auto
Organisation type: Enterprise
Country: Lithuania
Target audience: Students

Driving under the influence
and distraction



Driving under the influence and distraction

This annual Dutch road safety campaign is co-created with young people to raise awareness 
around drug-impaired driving. Delivered in three phases: awareness, consideration, and 
activation, it uses social media, festivals, and influencer partnerships to engage youth with 
messages that matches their world and experiences. Visual materials, educational videos, 
an interactive quiz, and an online pledge inspire critical thinking and commitment. 

In 2023, the campaign reached over 1.8 million people and generated 5.7 million 
impressions. More than 2,400 individuals completed the quiz, and 4,400 pledged to drive 
drug-free. Operating at local, regional, and national levels, this initiative effectively mobilises 
young drivers to make informed, responsible decisions and support a culture of sober driving.

Drive drug free campaign
Organisation: TeamAlert
Organisation type: Association
Country: The Netherlands
Target audience: Young drivers

The FlineBox is an innovative breathalyser terminal that can be deployed at key public 
locations, designed to reduce impaired driving by helping individuals assess their breath 
alcohol levels quickly, anonymously, and independently before taking to the wheel. With 
clear instructions and instant feedback, users receive personalised prevention messages 
encouraging safe alternatives such as using public transport or delaying travel.

Available in six European countries and installed in over 250 locations, the FlineBox has 
facilitated more than one million preventative tests since 2024. In Ireland, the project 
was led by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and introduced at 10 hospitality venues 
and two major public events, leading to nearly 25,000 tests and surveys. Remarkably, 
45% of users who planned to drive misjudged their legal limit. Of that group, 77% had 
planned to drive and subsequently did not – highlighting its power to inform and protect.

FlineBox: For safer  
driving decisions
Organisation: Road Safety Authority  
Ireland and Fline	
Organisation type: Authority and Enterprise
Country: Belgium and Ireland
Target audience: Public authorities,  
adults, car drivers



Education
Education is the cornerstone of long-term road safety. This award celebrates 
programmes and campaigns that equip individuals, with the skills, knowledge, and 
mindset needed for responsible behaviour on the road. Whether through formal 
instruction, creative outreach, or community engagement, these initiatives help 
instil safety awareness laying the groundwork for lifelong habits that reduce risk 
and prevent harm.

Education

Platforma VIZE 0 provides specialised safe driving courses tailored to individuals with 
disabilities, including reduced mobility and hearing impairments. Each programme 
combines theory and practice: classroom sessions explore driving dynamics, vehicle 
modifications, and emergency response, while hands-on training on closed courses 
covers braking, evasive manoeuvres, slalom driving, and parking. 

To date, 14 courses have supported 116 drivers and contributed to the development of 
a methodology aimed at improving driver education for people with disabilities in driving 
schools and safe driving centres. By offering practical tools and inclusive instruction, the 
initiative promotes confidence, independence, and safer mobility for all road users.

Education of drivers with  
disabilities
Organisation: Platforma VIZE 0
Organisation type: Association
Country: Czech Republic
Target audience: People with physical limitations



Education

Now in its 12th year, this educational programme invites children to explore robotics 
and programming as applied to road safety through interactive LEGO-based workshops. 
Participants take on a series of engineering and coding challenges, to design and 
develop autonomous vehicles aimed at accident prevention. 

The initiative also includes an online component, where students create safe, inclusive, 
and eco-friendly vehicle concepts applying creativity, scientific thinking, and problem-
solving. The most innovative ideas are recognised through awards, fostering pride and 
motivation. Reaching around 2,100 students annually, the project empowers the next 
generation with technical skills and a deeper understanding of safer mobility.

Road safety awareness for 
school children
Organisation: Volvo Car España
Organisation type: Enterprise
Country: Spain
Target audience: Children

This national initiative is focused on improving road safety awareness among children 
and young people through hands-on education and infrastructure support, with a strong 
focus on urban environments where risks are greater. It also prioritises less affluent 
areas, where access to educational opportunities is often limited. 

In 2024, 44 projects were implemented across Poland, including 745 workshops on road safety 
and first aid, 19 mobile and stationary traffic towns, local events, social media campaigns, 
educational competitions, and the distribution of safety equipment such as Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) and reflective materials. Open to a wide variety of organisations–from 
kindergartens and schools to cultural institutions, libraries, volunteer fire departments, and 
sports clubs–it combines grassroots engagement with tangible resources and tackles key 
safety challenges effectively. By reaching over 20,000 children and young people, alongside 
3,000 adults, the initiative is helping build a stronger foundation for safer communities.

Signpost – A grant programme 
for road safety education
Organisation: Inter Cars Foundation
Organisation type: Association
Country: Poland
Target audience: Children



Older people
As Europe’s population ages, ensuring safe and independent mobility for older 
individuals has become a crucial aspect of road safety. This award recognises 
initiatives that promote independence, inclusion, and protection for older road 
users, whether pedestrians, cyclists, or drivers. From empowering lifelong mobility 
to enhancing accessibility and awareness, these programmes play a key role in 
preventing accidents and supporting healthier, more connected lives for older people.

The Safe Senior project aims to enhance road safety awareness and skills among older 
road users: drivers, pedestrians, and bicycle users. One component focuses on drivers: 
this free, one-day training combines theoretical instruction with practical exercises, 
offering refreshers on regulations, hazard recognition, and the impact of ageing on 
driving ability. Participants participate in slalom and emergency braking drills, skid pads, 
and experience crash and rollover simulators to better understand crash dynamics.

Another component includes complementary workshops for pedestrians and bicycle 
users. These explore updates on key traffic laws, risks and consequences of road crashes 
affecting all road users, the impact of ageing, and the effects of health conditions and 
medication. Printed and digital materials provide further guidance for continued learning 
at home. The initiative has reached nearly 8,000 older drivers, pedestrians, and bicycle 
users, supporting safer, more confident mobility in later life.

Safe Senior
Organisation: Malopolska Wojewodzka  
Rada Bezpieczenstwa Ruchu Drogowego
Organisation type: Authority
Country: Poland
Target audience: Older people and drivers

Older people



Older people

The Shared Guide Dog 4.0 is an advanced robotic assistance system designed to 
support blind and visually impaired individuals in navigating urban areas safely and 
independently. Featuring collision warnings, puddle detection, and intelligent pathfinding, 
the walker communicates with road infrastructure and guides users in real time. 
Designed for shared use such as in residential communities, it promotes accessibility 
and inclusivity through collective mobility solutions. 

By combining cutting-edge safety features with user-responsive interaction, the project 
team is creating a practical solution to everyday mobility challenges faced by visually 
impaired pedestrians in complex urban environments.

The Shared Guide Dog 4.0
Organisation: HAW Hamburg
Organisation type: University
Country: Germany
Target audience: Older people and pedestrians

This tailored e-bike safety programme helps older adults confidently embrace the shift 
toward active, sustainable mobility. Designed around their unique needs, it combines 
essential technical knowledge with hands-on riding practice to build skills and safety 
awareness. A standout feature is its “train the trainer” model, which equips older 
participants to be able to teach cycling skills to children creating a cross-generational 
ripple effect of safe mobility habits. 

Notably, 15% of certified instructors are over the age of 60. To date, more than 1,500 
older cyclists have completed the training, and senior trainers have delivered over 2,000 
cycling lessons in schools across Austria.

Lifelong safe and active mobility
Organisation: Madlencnik Mobility  
– Easy Drivers Radfahrschule
Organisation type: Enterprise
Country: Austria
Target audience: Older people and cyclists



Technology 
Technological innovation is transforming the future of road safety. This award 
honours initiatives that harness advanced tools including artificial intelligence, 
data analytics, connectivity, and intelligent infrastructure, to reduce risks 
and prevent collisions. Whether through vehicle systems, traffic management 
solutions, or new digital platforms, these programmes demonstrate how smart 
technology can create safer, more responsive environments for all road users.

Technology

Lanternn by Valerann is a cutting-edge platform that 
transforms how traffic data is collected, analysed, and used 
to improve road safety and operational efficiency. Powered 
by artificial intelligence, it integrates real-time data streams, 
ITS infrastructure, roadside sensors, navigation apps, weather 
reports, and social media into a unified overview. This enables 
earlier incident detection, faster validation, and more agile 
emergency response.

Piloted by TII, Ireland’s national road authority, on segments 
of the M1 and M6 motorways, the project aimed to reduce 
detection times, boost operator efficiency, and support smarter 
infrastructure planning. Lanternn enhances situational 
awareness for traffic authorities and supports proactive traffic 
management. It offers a blueprint for future deployments, 
showing how AI-driven solutions can reshape road operations 
and set new standards for intelligent transportation.

Lanternn: AI & data fusion for 
road safety
Organisation: Valerann, Roughan  
& O’Donovan (ROD) and Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII)
Organisation type: Enterprise and Authority
Country: Spain and Ireland
Target audience: Public authorities



Technology

The Aquaplaning Intelligent Solution (AIS) is a pioneering active safety system designed to 
eliminate aquaplaning risks in real time. The technology sprays a fine jet of high-pressure 
liquid just ahead of the front tyres, dispersing surface water and restoring crucial grip 
between tyre and road.

Easyrain’s test results show a remarkable 225% increase in lateral grip and a 20% 
reduction in braking distance on wet roads. To ensure efficiency and sustainability, AIS 
is guided by Easyrain virtual sensor, called Digital Advanced Information (DAI), that 
activates the System only when aquaplaning is detected, combining performance with 
environmental responsibility to support safer mobility in all weather conditions and for all 
vehicles–those of today and those of the future, which will no longer face weather-related 
limitations on the deployment of autonomous driving.

Aquaplaning prevention
Organisation: Easyrain
Organisation type: Enterprise
Country: Italy
Target audience: Drivers

This project introduced cutting-edge mobile inspection vehicles equipped with advanced 
sensor technology to inspect heavy goods vehicles in real time. Using smart tachograph 
data readout, license plate and hazardous goods label recognition, infrared diagnostics, 
geometric measurements, and photo documentation, these vehicles can conduct rapid 
assessments while in motion, typically within seconds.

The infrared analysis of tyre and brake condition has proved especially effective, helping 
prevent multiple potential serious crashes. With a 97% hit rate in identifying safety 
issues, this system showcases how smart enforcement tools can enhance freight safety, 
streamline inspections, and reduce risk on European roads.

Truck control technology
Organisation: BREUER 
Nachrichtentechnik GmbH
Organisation type: Enterprise
Country: Germany
Target audience: Truck drivers



Urban
Cities are at the forefront of the road safety challenge, with dense traffic, 
vulnerable road users, and complex infrastructure. This award celebrates 
innovative initiatives that make urban spaces safer and more inclusive, whether 
by redesigning streetscapes, calming traffic, or engaging communities. These 
efforts help create environments where walking, cycling, and commuting can be 
done safely and sustainably, improving quality of life for all urban residents.

Urban

The Just Street is a national Dutch initiative that reframes street safety through 
the lens of fairness, inclusion, and civic responsibility. At its heart is a co-created 
manifesto outlining five guiding principles for equitable street design. Supported by a 
dynamic media platform, the campaign informs citizens, municipalities, and institutions, 
empowering them to adopt the principles and access practical tools and inspiring real-
life stories. 

Its annual “Just Street Week” convenes diverse stakeholders for workshops, open 
streets, and community events that activate change from the ground up. During this 
week, the public also votes to identify the most and least ‘just streets,’ spotlighting 
areas of success and those needing improvement. Over the past two years, the 
initiative has held more than 40 events and gathered nearly 3,000 signatures, building 
momentum for safer, more inclusive public spaces.

Just Street Week
Organisation: De Rechtvaardige Straat
Organisation type: Association
Country: The Netherlands
Target audience: All road users



Urban

Since 2021, Métropole de Lyon has led a comprehensive effort to enhance safety around 
all 120 secondary schools in the metropolitan area. Targeting students aged 11 to 16, 
the initiative began with data analysis, accident reports, and surveys with cities and 
school principals to identify site-specific risks.

Public spaces were then redesigned with infrastructure upgrades such as wider 
pavements, speed-reducing features, improved crossings, and gathering areas. Students 
contributed through workshops, training, and work programmes, helping shape safer 
environments and fostering civic responsibility. A complementary road safety education 
programme promotes responsible behaviour and daily safety habits. It has already 
involved nearly 20 schools and reached more than 13,000 children, supporting safer 
mobility and lifelong awareness of public space use.

Safer surroundings for 
secondary schools 
Organisation: Métropole de Lyon
Organisation type: Authority
Country: France
Target audience: Young people 

This powerful awareness campaign combined research, advocacy, and athleticism 
to promote safer urban speeds worldwide. Professor George Yannis of NTUA, ran 30 
marathons over 30 months to spotlight the positive impacts a 30km/h speed limit in city 
environments. Backed by widespread media coverage in 25 European cities and a strong 
digital presence, including over 100,000 social media engagements and 20,000 monthly 
website visits, the campaign helped to successfully elevate the issue across borders. 

In June 2025, its message was formally embraced in Greece with the introduction of a 
30km/h limit on all single-lane urban roads, marking a significant win for road safety reform.

30 Marathons for 30km/h
Organisation: The NTUA Road Safety  
Observatory 
Organisation type: Research Centre
Country: Greece
Target audience: Policy makers & local authorities
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Together we are
road safety



EuropeanRoadSafetyCharter 

Join us to make a difference

https://road-safety-charter.ec.europa.eu

@ERSCharter


